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Trudeau and Quebec

Trudeau and Quebec
succeeded Pearson as Prime Minister in

- Believed Quebec’s future lay with

Acted on the “ Commission”
- —> Canada became and all
federal agencies would now provide in both official languages
Many Canadians embraced but:

- provinces resented having French forced upon them and
felt by Ottawa

- thought Trudeau wasn’t doing enough

The October Crisis: 1970
October 5: The kidnapped British diplomat from his home

For his release the FLQ wanted FLQ members released from

- and authorities refused

October 10: The FLQ kidnapped Quebec Pierre Laporte

- Trudeau is worried things in Quebec will get out of control and decides to take

drastic measures by asking parliament to impose...

Trudeau believed Quebec was on the verge of a




The War Measures Act had only been used during the two

- would be suspended

- Anyone could be and without

being charged with an

October 17, 1970: body was discovered in the trunk of a car
- He had been with his rosary beads
Canadians were and pressured the police to crackdown on the FLQ
months later the group holding was tracked to a

Montreal house

- Inreturn for his release, the kidnappers were permitted safe passage
to for asylum
The people detained under the were
and the was over = only were ever charged!
----------------- BRAIN BREAK ===

Parti Quebecois in Power

1976: Quebec voters the PQ

- Asstunning for Levesque (who had won 7 of 110 seats in 1970)
In 1976, Levesque voters that a vote for the didn’t mean
automatic from Canada 2> A would be held!

Bill 101: “The Charter of the French Language”

French became the official language in

- Government employees had to in French




- Commercial signs had to be in French

- Children of would go to speaking schools
Bill 101 divided and Quebeckers
Many Quebec believed the PQ was too

1980 Referendum

YES Vote NO Vote

RESULTS
YES: NO:

Patriating the Constitution
(BNA) had been Canada’s Constitution since 1867

—> no changes could be made without the of the Parliament

Trudeau announced a plan to patriate ( ) the

Constitution and create a




An was needed

- How many had to agree before a could be made?

- Could veto?

Provincial Opposition

All provinces wanted more - The thought they
might get a say in affairs that them
- Provincial premiers the Charter would make the more

powerful than their

- Levesque feared the Charter would legislation to protect

Quebec’s society

Kitchen Compromise: November 4, 1981

Finally the National Justice Minister ( ) hammered out the
“Kitchen Compromise” with the Justice Ministers from and

- Nine of ten provincial were awakened to the deal
Premiers agree to accept the Charter if an “ ” was added

- The* ” allowed for

An amending formula was reached:

Rene Levesque was staying at a different hotel and was included - he was furious!
Trudeau chose to the agreement > Quebec felt
Quebec to sign the Constitution

- Trudeau went ahead Quebec

- Aril 17, 1982: the new was signed by Queen Elizabeth and

Trudeau



